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Item of Interest on New Mexico
The present boundaries of the state
were denned in 1863.
The railway mileage is about 3,000;
the length of railway per inhabitant is
five times the average for the United
States, but the length per square mile
is only one-third of the average.
The Rio Grande is sometimes called
the "Nile of New Mexico," because it
overflows its banks during the Hood
season.
Throughout the year there are about
214 days which are neither cloudy nor
rainy. There are usually two snows
a year in the valleys, but the snow
melts quickly.
In 1916 there were twenty-seven
savings banks in the state, with 14,463
depositors.
Religious instruction in the public
schools is forbidden by law, but reli-
gious societies may hold meetings in
the schools outside of school hours,
under the authority of local boards.
New Mexicans of Spanish descent
cling to their old customs, and most
of them live in small adobe houses.
Questions on New Mexico
How does New Mexico rank in size
among the states?
In what part of the state is the Con-
tinental Divide?
Where are the Staked Plains?
Name three important rivers. What
parts do they drain?
Characterize the four zones of vege-
tation.
What per cent of the area is included
in farms?
Name four important crops.
What is the most important industry ?
What is the value of the annual out-
put of coal? What other minerals are
important?
What is the total railway mileage?
What are the chief classes of in-
habitants?
What are the leading educational in-
stitutions?
What episode on New Mexican soil
caused strained relations between the
United States and Mexico?
 partment consists of a senate of twenty-four
members and a house of representatives of
forty-nine members, the former serving four
years and the latter two. The executive de-
partment comprises the governor, lieutenant-
governor, secretary of state, auditor, treas-
urer, attorney-general, superintendent of
public instruction and commissioner of pub-
lic lands. A supreme court, eight district
courts, county probate courts, justices of the
peace and other inferior courts established
by law constitute the state judiciary.
History. The region of New Mexico at-
tracted Spanish explorers in the sixteenth
century, and notwithstanding the brave re-
sistance of the Pueblo and Navaho tribes,
white settlement gradually made its way.
Santa Fe, the present capital, was founded
between 1605 and 1616. When Mexico
gained its independence from Spain, in 1821,
the territory now occupied by the state of
New Mexico became a Mexican province, and
within the next few years prosperous trade
relations were established between the prov-
ince and the frontier American settlements.
During the Mexican War Santa Fe was occu-
pied by United States troops under Colonel
Kearny, and by the Treaty of Gfuadalupe
Hidalgo (1848) the territory of New Mexico
became a part of the United States. The
act of organization became effective in
March, 1851. At that time the area of New
Mexico was considerably greater than now,
and it was increased later by the G-adsden
Purchase. With the organization of Colo-
rado and Arizona as territories, the present
limits were defined.
In 1906 Congress attempted to provide
for the admission of Arizona and New
Mexico as one state, but the dissent of the
Arizona voters checked this plan, and neither
became a state for several years. New
Mexico adopted a constitution in 1911, and
President Taft issued the formal proclama-
tion of statehood, effective January 6, 1912.
The border disturbances of 1915 and 1916
caused great anxiety in New Mexico, and the
raid on the town of Columbus by the Villa
forces was the immediate cause of an Amer-
ican expedition into Mexico.
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